
 

April 2017   

 

      

     March 30 —  Board Meeting  
           1400 - VFW Post 8541, 2222 Austin Highway 

    April 1- Memorial Service & Membership Meeting 

           1000 - Chapter XV Memorial Service 
          Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery 

          1200 - Noon Meal (chicken enchiladas, rice & beans), VFW Post 8541 

           1300 - April Membership Meeting 

Issue    # 4-17           April 2017  

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

President:  Bill Smith 
Vice-President:  Barry Archer 
Secretary:  Juan Lopez 
Treasurer:  Buddy Gee 
Sgt at Arms:  Raul de la Garza 
Asst. Treasurer:  Toby Todd 
Asst. Sgt at Arms:  Gordon Lee 
Membership Secy:  Marti Scott 
Past President:  Chuck Rose 
Editors:  Buddy & Sharon Gee 
Webmaster:  Scotty Codename 
VGSA Rep:  Raul de la Garza 
DAV/VA:  JR Garza 
Chaplains:  R. Johnson & A. Flores 

Visit us at our Home Page: 
www.sfa-xv.org 

Committee Chairs 
By-Laws:  Bill Smith 
Nominations:  TBD 
Motorcycle Challenge: Gordon Lee 
JROTC Awards:  Jose Campos 
Scholarships:  Pat Connolly 
Wounded Warriors: JW Martin 
FSH Cemetery Events: Raul de la Garza 
Canyon Lake Picnic: Raul de la Garza 
Dick’s Fund Raiser:  Fred Solis 
Christmas Banquet:  Bill Smith 
Budget Committee:  Buddy Gee 
Chapter Memorial Svc: JW Martin 

DON’T FORGET 

Chapter XV’s annual 

memorial service for departed 

members and spouses will be 

held prior to our regular 

meeting on April 1. Meet at 10 

a.m. at the New Assembly 

Area in back part of Fort Sam 

Cemetery to remember them and help distribute 

roses to the grave sites.

May 4 is the deadline to reserve (and pay for) 

cottages at the annual Canyon Lake weekend. 

Three-bedroom trailers are $110 per night. See 

Picnic details on P. 6.

We still have tickets for the AR-15 and Glock 

drawing. $10 each.

Sick Call and “Choir Practice” every Sunday, 

noon at VFW Post 8541.
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President Sends: 

Our Membership meeting is set for 1 April at the VFW.  It is our Chapter Memorial and we will first 
meet at Fort Sam Cemetery at 1000.  After the memorial, we will return to the VFW for a lunch and 
our meeting. Our board meeting will be this coming Thursday, 30 March at the VFW.  We will meet 
at 1400.   

There continue to be some major issues at the VFW.  The membership is attempting to stop some 
changes and the State from placing their people in leadership positions.  I will detail a little more at 
our meeting.  Things are not good there right now.  I need everyone possible who are members of 
8541 to attend the VFW meeting on Thursday 6 April at 1830.  I will be nominated for Senior Vice.  
Nominations and the elections are going to be held the same night.  I am asking for your assistance in keeping the VFW 
the way it was; a good place with good people. 

Cotulla was a great success. Mike and Steve did an outstanding job. There were a few beverages had during the 
weekend, but all had a great time. This event continues to grow and we are getting closer and closer to placing in the 
wild hog cooking competition.   

I still have tickets for our AR-15 and Glock.  We are close to the 500 mark and will most likely draw a winner at our April 
Memorial.  Thanks to the members who have sold tickets.   

Our next chapter social event is Canyon Lake. If you still need a trailer, let Raul know immediately.  He must turn them 
back in by May 4. We will discuss more at the meeting.   

There is no membership meeting in May due to Canyon Lake.  We will have our Board Meeting on the first Thursday in 
May which is May 4.  Until the Board Meeting I hope everyone stays safe and has a great remainder 
of the month.  My email is listed below if anyone wants to email me. 

presidentchapterxv@gmail.com    William Smith 

       Chapter XV President  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Treasurer’s Report, March 2017 
 
At this writing, 17 members have let their membership lapse. Renewal fees are now $40, plus a $5 reinstatement 
fee payable by check to SFA Chapter XV, or with cash to the Treasurer Buddy Gee or Membership Chair Marsha 
Scott. It helps if you include your member number with your payment. 

Our annual Canyon Lake outing is scheduled for 19-21 May. The rate for three-bedroom cabins is $110 per night. 
Raul de la Garza at dragonrose_10602@yahoo.com is taking reservations. Payment must be paid to the treasurer 
by 4 May. 

Revenues for March were mostly AR-15 ticket drawing sales. Thanks to Mike Pagel, who sold 23 tickets at Fort Sam 
Houston, and Monica Dahlby, who sold 28 at the Cotulla Wild Hog Cookoff. March expenses included $375 in 
charitable contributions to the Veterans of Greater San Antonio and Save the Montagnard Project. The Wild Hog 
Cookoff budget included $200 for space rental and $200 for expenses. So far, $250 has been paid. 

The March meeting was canceled. Treasurer reports for February and March will be presented and voted at the 
April meeting. 
       Buddy Gee 

Chapter XV Treasurer    
sgmgee@aol.com 

$$$ DOLLARS AND CENTS 

mailto:dragonrose_10602@yahoo.com
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COTULLA WILD HOG COOKOFF 

Cookin’ in Cotulla 

Above: hog cookers of Chapter XV stand 
with Lt. Michael Bostwick of the La Salle 
County Sheriff’s Department during his 
visit to the camp.  
At left: Chef Steve Hermann and Cookoff 
Chairman Mike Brown show off finished 
entry ready for the judges. 
At right: Raul de la Garza takes a break; 
Mike tackles birthday cake. 
Below: Mike, Buddy Gee, Bill Smith and 
Juan Lopez indulge in some Cuban cigars 
while staying dry under the new canopy 
donated by Ken Sienko.  
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CHAPTER XV MEETING MINUTES 

 
Due to problems at VFW Post 8541, the March meeting was canceled. No meeting minutes to report. 

It was a dark and stormy night … 

… Actually, it was cloudy and drizzling rain when a few 
hardy Chapter XV members showed up at LaSalle County 
Fairgrounds for the annual Cotulla Hog Cookoff. Two wild 
pigs had lost their lives in Raul de la Garza’s back yard 
and were butchered by Chef Steve Hermann, with 
supervision by Raul and Mike Brown.  

Next day, the pigs were cooked to perfection at our 
campground in Cotulla, and the rest is history. No, we 
didn’t win a trophy (the H.E.B. team won) but we had a 
really good time! 

 
Our crew did deserve a trophy because the pig was truly 
delicious. Steve and wife Karen also kept the workers 
well fueled with breakfast tacos, pulled pork sandwiches, 
jerk chicken, pinto beans and other delectable stuff.  

Notable events  that happened during the cookoff: 
Chairman Mike Brown celebrated another 39th 
birthday ...  Monica Dahlby sold 28 tickets (!) for the AR-
15 drawing … Raul and Juan Lopez soaked up some local 
“culture,” after which Raul took an early-morning walking 
tour of Cotulla.  (Ask him about it.)  

COTULLA WILD HOG COOKOFF – 2 
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The annual Canyon Lake Weekend and Jack Hogue 

Picnic are coming up May 19-21. Please put it on 

your calendar for a great weekend of SF 

camaraderie, wonderful food and who-knows-

what outdoor adventures. Bring your kids, friends, 

even your dogs (a limited number of pet-friendly 

trailers are available.) Cottage rentals are $110 per 

night and must be paid by May 4. 

For those who have not attended one of our past 

picnics, the weekend goes like this:  

• Friday afternoon, check in to the campground 

and claim your cottage (fully furnished three-

bedroom trailer, but bring your own towels.) 

Then come on down to the pavilion for fajitas, margaritas, and general merrymaking. 

• Saturday morning, get your side dish or dessert ready for the big barbecue spread at noon. Bring your 

goodies to the pavilion and prepare for an afternoon of eating, drinking, visiting, tall-tale-telling, boating, 

swimming, card-playing, napping or whatever you enjoy. Stay late for more food and more fellowship. 

• Sunday morning, get up early for a traditional breakfast of SOS and Bloody Mary’s. Prepare your trailer for 

check-out by noon. 

The event is held at the Joint Base SA Recreation Area at Canyon Lake, 698 Jacobs Creek 

Park Rd. It’s about an hour’s drive from San Antonio. 

Directions: Take I-35 north from San Antonio to Canyon Lake exit (Exit 191). Turn left on 

Farm Road 306, follow for 16 miles through Canyon City. Turn left onto Jacobs Creek 

Park Road (sign for Recreation Area). Go straight for approximately 1/2 mile. Randolph 

Recreation Area is on one side of the road, Fort Sam area on the other. Tell the gate guard you are with 

Special Forces group to waive the $5 entrance fee. 

CANYON LAKE WEEKEND 

Come for the Fun! 

FYI ... 

• Green Berets who liberated Afghanistan from the Taliban tell their stories in a new documentary, 
"Legion of Brothers."  It is set for a limited release over Memorial Day weekend and will air on CNN this 
fall before going to Hulu. For more on this story follow this link:  Green Berets who liberated Afghanistan 
from the Taliban tell their stories in new documentary . 

 
• Vietnamese Special Forces (LLDB) veterans are hosting a national reunion in Houston May 26 and 27. 

5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) Vietnam veterans are invited to attend. The schedule of events and 
registration form are at page 12. 

 
 

https://www.armytimes.com/articles/green-berets-who-liberated-afghanistan-from-the-taliban-tell-their-stories-in-new-documentary?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EBB%203.23.17&utm_term=Editorial%20-%20Early%20Bird%20Brief
https://www.armytimes.com/articles/green-berets-who-liberated-afghanistan-from-the-taliban-tell-their-stories-in-new-documentary?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EBB%203.23.17&utm_term=Editorial%20-%20Early%20Bird%20Brief


 

April 2017  7

 Memory Lane 

8/4/17 

 

Louis Dracoulis 

Past Master 

 
1414 Vista del Monte 
San Antonio, TX 78216 
 
DRACOULIS45@YAHOO.COM 4/4/17 

2/2/18 

Friends of Chapter XV 

Chapter XV Vice President Barry Archer is seen at left just in 

from a 3-week Mike Force operation in the jungle covered 

mountains surrounding Thuong Duc in I Corps, RVN. He 

remembers: “The 5th NVA Division conducted a 3-month siege of 

the Special Forces camp at Thuong Duc, Detachment A-109. We 

helped break that siege. On this operation one other Green 

Beret, about 100 of my Montagnard strikers and I were inserted 

near the Laotian border and worked our way back to A-109's 

camp, engaging the enemy along the way... I'm hot, tired, smelly, 

hungry, need a beer, need everything. Glad to be alive.” 
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From SFA National Headquarters 

From Raul de la Garza 

Volunteers needed 

I need five volunteers to be flag bearers at the Memorial Day Ceremony at Fort Sam Houston 

on May 29. 

Also, we will need some people to pick up groceries for the picnic at Canyon Lake. Will need 

three trucks to meet at VFW on the morning of May 19 to help haul supplies to Canyon Lake. 

Please let me know if you can volunteer for any of these duties. Email 

dragonrose_10602@yahoo.com  

mailto:dragonrose_10602@yahoo.com
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WASHINGTON — In response to the recently released VA Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
report that reviewed processes from June 6 through Dec.15, 2016, of the Veterans Crisis Line
(VCL), the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released the following statement:  

"The Department of Veterans Affairs is proud to announce that the challenges with the 
Veterans Crisis Line have been resolved. Prior to the opening of our new Atlanta call 
center, our call rollover rate often exceeded 30 percent. Our current call rollover rate is less 
than 1 percent, with over 99 percent of all calls being answered by the VCL." 

 “Suicide prevention is one of our highest priorities,” said Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs David J. Shulkin. “Fixing the Veterans Crisis Line was a critical step in keeping our 
commitment to Veterans.” 

 To reach a VA professional, who is specially trained to attend to emotional crises for Veterans 
and service members: 

• Dial the National Suicide Prevention Hotline number, 800-273-TALK (8255). Veterans should 
choose option 1 to reach a VCL responder; 

• Text 838255 — A VCL responder will text back. 
Chat online at https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ 

From J.R. Garza—DAV/VA 

 VA Fixes Veterans Crisis Line 

2/18 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMzIxLjcxMzc4NTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDMyMS43MTM3ODU4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTE0NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YmdhcnpAc2F0eC5yci5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWJnYXJ6
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMzIxLjcxMzc4NTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDMyMS43MTM3ODU4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTE0NDQwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YmdhcnpAc2F0eC5yci5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWJnYXJ6
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
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GREEN BERET CHAPTER XV 

2017 CALENDAR 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 
            
 5  Board Meeting     1400  2  Board Meeting     1400  7  Board Meeting     1300 

 7  Membership Meeting 1300  4  Membership Meeting  1200  4  Membership Meeting  1300 

       40th Anniv celebration 1300 10-12 Cotulla Hog Cook-off  

    10  Drop Input Due  
       30  Apr Board Meeting    1400 

          
            

APRIL MAY JUNE 
            

1 Membership Meeting  1300  4  Board Meeting  1400  1 Board Meeting 1400 

1 Chpt Memorial Service 1000  10  Drop Input Due  3  Membership Meeting 1300 

   19-20  Jack Hogue Picnic  12-17 National Convention 

 JROTC Presentations TBD  29 Memorial Day Serv 0930  JROTC Presentations TBD 

   JROTC Presentations TBD   

  NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING   29  July Board Meeting  1400 

        

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 
            
 1   Membership Meeting 1300  3   Board Meeting  1300  7  Board Meeting  1400 

4   Fourth of July Parade  TBD  5   Membership Meeting  1300  9  Membership Meeting  1300 

       (Nomination of Officers &  

     Scholarship Applications) 

           

Poss Mini Convention TBD Poss Mini Convention TBD      
            

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
            
 5  Oct Board Meeting  1400  2  Board Meeting  1400  7  Dec Board Meeting 1400 

 7  Membership Meeting  1300  4  Membership Meeting  1300  9  Christmas Banquet  1730 

 TBD Motorcycle Ride        (Election and Scholarship)         & Installation of Officers 

 TBD  Dick's Fund Raiser  11  Veterans Day Cerem 1000    
   28 Scholarship Results     

      NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

          

      

      
All Chapter Meetings unless announced otherwise, will be held at VFW 
Post 8541. Membership Meetings are held at 1300 hrs on the first 
Saturday of the month (unless otherwise noted in the calendar). A meal 
will be served at 1200 to 1300 hrs prior to each Membership Meeting. 
Board Meeting will be held during the Thursday prior to the Membership 
Meeting at 1400 hours unless announced otherwise.    
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Dear Comrades-In-Arms,  

 
The Vietnam War was ended for over 42 years, but 
as Gen. McArthur said:  “The old soldiers never 
die, they only fade away”   
 
You’re cordially invited to attend our nation-wide 
event for the “Reunification of the ARVN Special 
Forces/81st Airborne Rangers” in Houston, Texas.  
 
Schedules: 
Friday May 26 2017 from 6:30 PM to 11:00 PM  
The Reunion party at Thiên phú restaurant ($20 each person). 
Address: 11215 Bellaire BLVD suite #100, Houston TX 77072 - Phone 281-568-1448. 
 
Saturday May 27 2017 from 6:00 PM to 12:00 PM Suggest wearing Uniform  
The Ceremony and dinner party at Ocean Place restaurant ( $35 each person)   
Address 11205 Bellaire blvd Houston TX 77072 - Phone : 281-988-8898. 
 
Sunday May 28 2017 from Noon to 8 PM 
The farewell party at Riverstones Clubs House Complemented Meals and drink 
Address 9300 River Stone Ranch Dr. Houston TX 77089 
 
Hotel:  
Hilton garden Inn Houston, West Belt – Phone: 713-270-6100.   
Military rate $89, Self booking and subject to change so book as soon as possible   
Address: 6855 W Sam Houston Pkwy S, Houston, TX 77072 
 
Hampton Inn & Suites Houston-Westchase - Phone: 281- 530-7776 
Military rate $80 include breakfast and subject to change so book as soon as possible.   
Block Rate is $79 for Vietnamese Green Beret Houston Chapter, however the room must book by the end 
of April 2017 and the code is BCD 
Address: 6440 W Sam Houston Pkwy S, Houston, TX 77072 

 

Contact:  -   Nguyen Dinh Thanh 281-967-3400 
                 -    Nguyen Trong Hieu 832-995-7198 

                 -    Bich Phuong            832-955-7179 
 
------------ cut here and return for RSVP-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 

RSVP by May 15 2017 - For arrangement, please write down 
Name: __________________________________   
Address: ________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ 
Number of people attending:  

Friday May 26 2017  ____   
Saturday May 27 2017 ____ 
Sunday May 28 2017  ____ 

 

Write check to: Gia dinh 81/Houston 

Mail to: Nguyen van Dai 
  1998 Honey Meadow Ln, 

    Houston TX 77089 

LLDB Invitation 
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RECUERDO (REMEMBRANCE) 

 

I sing of one who would remain unsung, 

whose name would fade like tracks upon the 

sand. For him no bells were ordered to be 

rung; no banners lowered by a grieving 

land. No bugles blew the moment that he 

expired; no clock was stopped to fix the final 

hour; no doors were draped in black, no 

cannons fired. These are the rites of men of 

rank and power. 

 

But still I sing of him with mounting pride, 

who seized the challenge with uncommon 

heart then ran the course with firm 

unfaltering stride to reach the mark 

determined from the start. 

 

The measure of a man who runs the race — 

lies in his distance from the starting place. 

 

Anonymous 

10/10/17 
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Notice to members and friends of SFA Chapter XV, The Alamo 
Chapter:  

A FULL PAGE AD in this Newsletter is only $100 for 12 issues.  
 

To start your ad or keep it running, contact Buddy Gee, 
sgmgee@aol.com 

Other ad sizes available: 

This is a half page ad (horizontal) 

8” x 5” 

$60 

  

 

This is a quarter page ad (vertical) 

3 3/4” x 5” 

$40 

These are business card ads 

3 3/4” x 2” 

$25 

San Antonio, Texas 78265-3782 

P.O. Box 33782 

President: William E. Smith 

presidentchapterxv@gmail.com 

Chapter XV, Special Forces Association 

mailto:presidentchapterxv@gmail.com
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“Carry on!” 

Calendar of Significant Special Forces Events 

  
 26-28 MAY   Reunification of the ARVN Special Forces/81st Airborne Rangers 
     Houston, TX  

   POC: Nguyen Dinh Thanh 281-967-3400   
  
 
 05-10 JUN 2017 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne) Reunion 
    El Paso, TX 
    POC: jsthong@hotmail.com 

 
 12–17 JUN 2017 Special Forces Association International Conference 2017 
    Fayetteville, NC 
    POC: http://sfa1-18.org/2017-convention.html 
 
 20-23 SEPT 2017 5th Special Forces (Airborne) Group Reunion 
    Fort Campbell, KY 
    POC: http://www.sfa38.org  
 

      

When submitting articles or photos for the newsletter please enter “SFA newsletter input” in the subject 
line of your email.  Please submit articles and pictures (copies only) for the newsletter to Buddy Gee at 
sgmgee@aol.com, or mail them to Chapter President Bill Smith at SFA Chapter XV, P.O. Box 33782, 
San Antonio, TX  78265.  
 

The Editors 

mailto:jsthong@hotmail.com
http://sfa1-18.org/2017-convention.html
http://www.sfa38.org/
mailto:sgmgee@aol.com

