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September 10 — Board Mee ng 1130 

 VFW Post 8541, 2222 Aus n Highway 

            Membership Mee ng       

 1200— Noon Meal Served                       

 1300— Business Mee ng  

September 11 — Patriot Day 

September 16 —  POW / MIA Recogni on Day  

September 22 — First Day of Autumn   
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Commi ee Chairs 
By-Laws:  Bill Smith 
Nomina ons:  Chuck Rose 
JROTC Awards:  John Lopez 
Scholarships:  Pat Connolly 
Wounded Warriors: J.W. Mar n 
FSH Cemetery Events: Raul de la Garza 
Canyon Lake Picnic: Raul de la Garza 
Dick’s Fund Raiser:  Fred Solis 
Christmas Banquet:  John Lopez 
Budget Commi ee:  Merrill Hall 
Chapter Memorial Svc: Pat Meffert 
 

DON’T FORGET 

Swordbearer’s Chapel service with Fr. Steve 
Rindahl  is no longer mee ng at VFW 8541, 
1100 hrs. on Sunday in the Rodela Room.  

 

Sick call at 1300 hrs. every Sunday at VFW Post 
8541. POC is Bill Beall. 
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President Sends:  

I  hope everyone enjoyed their Labor Day 
weekend. That is right CH XV, we are now in 

September! We made it through June, July, and 
August. However, we s ll have a couple more weeks 
of summer. But I feel the ho est days are behind 
us. 

Sunday, September 11th, Patriot Day, marks the 21-
year anniversary of the 9/11 a acks. Na onal POW/
MIA Recogni on Day is Friday, September 16th. 
Autumn begins on Thursday, September 22nd. 

The Special Forces Associa on Interna onal 
Conven on (SFAIC) is this month in Colorado 
Springs, CO. It will go through the 20-24th of 
September (Tues-Sat). The Antler Hall Hotel is 
where the conven on will be held. However, it is 
fully booked. Sugges ons are: the Hilton & the 
Hya . It is approximately a 5 min walk to the 
conven on from both the Hilton & the Hya . There 
will be a shu le service to the conven on from both 
hotels. Info is on the Na onal homepage and the 
Drop. 

This year the Special Opera ons Associa on 
Reunion (SOAR) will be on the 17-21st (Mon-Fri) of 
October at the Orleans Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, 
NV.  

On a sad note, we lost long me CH XV member and 
WWII veteran, Eugene (Gene) Gu errez, of McAllen, 
TX., late last month. Gene passed away just a few 
days before his 101st birthday. At age 100, he s ll 
drove and a ended to business affairs. He leaves 
behind his wife Penny, three children, Tommy, 
Margaret, and Elizabeth, and four grandchildren 
Ivan, Eden, Jules, and Tory. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the Gu errez family. May Gene 
rest in peace. h ps://
www.kreidlerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Eugene-
Gene-Gu errez/#!/Obituary 

The Special Forces Brotherhood MC Camp Bullis 
mourns the passing of Jim " Blue" McLlroy and his 
service dog Osa, due to a motorcycle accident on 

August 27th. 
Mr. McLlroy 
served on 
Recon Team 
Alabama in 
MACV-SOG 
during 
Vietnam, and 
later in the 
10th SFG(A). 
May Jim and 
Osa rest in 
peace. 

Our next 
mee ng will be 
Saturday, September 10th. Lunch will begin at noon; 
remember we are now buying our lunch from the 
kitchen. Plates are $10-$12 dollars depending on 
the entrée being served. Our membership mee ng 
will start at 1pm. Hope to see you there and stay 
safe! 

  

 John A. Lopez 
 President, SFA Chapter XV 
 

president@sfa-XV.org  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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Photos 

Mandy Terrazas with CH XV President John Lopez. 

August'22 Ranger SF breakfast 
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Remembering Gene Gutierrez and Jim McLlory 

Scholarships 

Gen Valenzuela presents Madison Blue with a check.  

The Special Forces Brotherhood MC Camp 

Bullis mourns the passing of Jim " Blue" 

McLlroy and his service dog Osa. 

CH XV member and WWII veteran, Eugene 
(Gene) Gu errez, of McAllen, TX. 

Gen Valenzuela receives an apprecia on 
plaque from CH XV President John Lopez. 
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SFA Chapter XV  

13AUG22 1300 Member Mee ng Notes  

VFW Post 8541, San Antonio, Texas 

 

Leadership Presiding:   

President: John Lopez 

Treasurer:  Pete Mar nez 

Secretary: Mike Brown 

 

Summary of Chapter Business: 

1. President John Lopez introduced new member James Elliot from 3rd SFG(A). 

2. Chapter member Vito Cellini turned 99 years young on 14AUG22.  Happy Birthday to Vito. 

3. Sick and Distressed: Chapter member Robert Simpson is currently in hospice.   His wife Denyse is keeping the 
Chapter updated.  Chapter member Rudy Johnson is in an independent living facility in Kerrville.  Chapter member Bud-
dy Gee is recovering and doing well and rehabilita ng on river cruises. 

4. Chapter Treasurer Pete Mar nez provided the monthly and annual Budget update.  The budget was accepted as 
read. 

5. Minutes:  The July minutes were posted in the August newsle er.  Minutes were accepted as wri en. 

6. Chapter XV Membership currently stands at 245 members.  A reminder that anyone with a change of email or 
phone number should let the Membership Secretary know so that the Chapter and Na onal rosters are updated. 

7. SFA CH XV Educa on Grant:  Commi ee Chair Pat Connally announced the winners of this year’s grants during the 
mee ng.  Each student was previously provided with $1,720.00 from the Chapter and at the mee ng an addi onal 
$500 matching dona on for each student from MG(R) Valenzuela. 

a. Seth Bradley London:  Texas A&M and stepson of member David Marshall.  Check accepted by his mother Rhonda 
Marshall (immediate supervisor of Chapter member David Marshall). 

b. Madison Blue:  Texas A&M and granddaughter of member Don Blue. 

c. Harland Cook:  Rice University and stepson of member John Dominguez (not present) 

 

August Meeting Minutes  

(con nued on page 6) 
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August Meeting Minutes  

 

 

 

8.    President John Lopez presented a plaque as apprecia on to Mandy Terrazas, wife of member Johnny Terrazas for 
her support during the Canyon Lake Picnic. 

9.    President John Lopez briefed the Chapter on highlights from the July SFA Na onal Presidents mee ng.  Key issues 
for SFA Na onal under considera on or pending votes were: 

a. Life Memberships to Medal of Honor recipients 

b. Individual Chapter Ladies Auxiliary or SFA Na onal Auxiliary op ons and if membership would be paid for or free. 

c. Na onal is moving forward with a strategic partnership with the Associa on of the United States Army (AUSA) a er 
an overwhelming majority vote.  SFA and AUSA will seek opportuni es to engage in mutually suppor ng ac vi es 
where appropriate and where both organiza ons concur. 

d. “The Drop”: PDF file on the na onal website will be updated to make it more user friendly.  Future new members 
“may” have to pay $20 for a printed monthly copy. 

e. There will be an op on on the na onal website to enter your credit card informa on and pay your annual dues 
electronically with na onal and the Chapter receiving the appropriate alloca on. 

f.     Ve ng for new general members is DD214 or orders awarding the SF tab. 
 

10.   Key dates were announced: 

a. The Dicks Last Resort annual fundraiser is permanently cancelled.  Event coordina or Fred Solis looking for 

b. 10SEP is the date for the September Chapter XV mee ng per SOP. 

c. 11-15SEP is the 1st SFG reunion in Mobile, Alabama. 

d. 19SEP-25 is the 5th SFG reunion at FT Campbell, Kentucky. Details will be posted by SFA Chapter 38 when con-
firmed. 

e. 20-24SEP is the Special Forces Associa on Interna onal Conven on in Colorado Springs, CO. The original Antler 
hotel is fully booked so recommend using the Hilton and Hya  which are a five-minute walk from the conven on site.  
Shu le service will be provided.  Detailed informa on in the Drop and on the SFA Na onal Homepage. 

f. 17-21OCT is the Special Opera ons Associa on Reunion (SOAR) at the Orleans Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. 

g. 12NOV is the November Chapter XV mee ng per SOP. 

h. 10DEC is the annual Chapter XV Christmas Ball at the Crowne Plaza Hotel Airport Hotel.  No mee ng will be held 
that month per normal prac ce. 

11.   Membership Comments: 

a. Chapter Chaplain Steven Rindhal announced he would be leading a group of 13 veterans sponsored by the 
“Warriors on the Way” founda on to walk the 180 miles of the Camino de San ago in Spain 10-25SEP.  If you would 
like to donate or support this veteran non-profit contact Steve Rindhal. 

12.   Mee ng adjourned at 1430 hours. 

(con nued from page 5) 
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Reaching Out and Li ing Up  Chaplain’s 
Corner 

I t struck me earlier in the year that September 11th 
would fall on a Sunday this year.  This is not the first 

me since 2001 that 9/11 has fallen on a Sunday – just 
the first me I no ced it.  The reason that it stands out to 
me this year is that on Sunday, 9/11 of 2022, thirteen 
combat veterans will begin their PTSD/Moral Injury 
healing pilgrimage on the Camino de San ago.  The day 
that started the wars most of them served in is the day 
that they will take literal steps intended to heal the 
internal damage done by those wars.  This will be the 
fourth itera on of the Warriors on the Way pilgrimage.  
Previous itera ons have demonstrated amazing success 
in reducing the symptoms of both PTSD and Moral Injury.  
We pray the same for this year’s pilgrimage. 

A person does not need to, however, go off to another 
place and do some large event to find relief from PTSD/
Moral Injury.  There are definite steps each of us can take 
to reduce our experience of unwanted residual effects of 
our combat experience.  The first is to get out and be 
with other people – especially those with similar 

experiences as yourself (that is why 
the SFA, the VFW, and other vet orgs 
are so important).  Go outside in a 
peaceful place and take a break from 
the hec c world.  Drink less and 
exercise more.  Get involved with a 
posi ve faith community of your 
choice.  All of these steps have been 
proven to reduce the experience of 
symptoms of PTSD and Moral Injury.  Do your body and 
soul some good and take these steps in your own 
personal pilgrimage of daily life.  

 

Buen Camino, 
Fr Steve 

CH (MAJ, Ret.) Steven G Rindahl, DMin 
A-663 (Life) 
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3/2022 
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We have 
EXPerience! 

 
We are 

EXPerts! 

 
We are 

 EXPloring! 

 

2/2022 
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Annual Membership Dues are now due. Pay $40 for dues online at Chapter website, in 
person at Chapter mee ng or by mail to P.O. Box 33782, San Antonio, TX 78265-3782. 

GREEN BERET SFA CHAPTER XV                             
2022 CALENDAR 

JANUARY 
  

01    New Year’s Day 
15    Board Mee ng 1100hrs 
15    Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
17    Mar n Luther King Day 

FEBRUARY 
  

12     Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
12     Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
14     Valen ne’s Day 
15     Drop Input Due 
21     President’s Day 
26     CH XV 45th Anniversary 

MARCH 
  

02    Ash Wednesday 
05    Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
05    Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
11-13 Cotulla Event 
13    Daylight Savings Time Change 
17    St. Patrick’s Day 
20    Spring Begins 
25    CMOH Day 

APRIL 
01     April Fool’s Day 
02     4th Annual GBF Crawfish Boil 
09     CH XV Memorial 1000hrs 
09     Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
09     Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
10     Palm Sunday 
15     Good Friday 
17     Easter Sunday 

MAY 
  

08   Mother’s Day 
NO BOARD/MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
13-15 Canyon Lake Picnic 
15   Drop Input Due 
30   Memorial Day 

JUNE 
  

11     Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
11     Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
14     Flag Day & Army Birthday 
19     Father’s Day/Juneteenth 
  

JULY 
  

04   Independence Day 
09   Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
09   Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 

AUGUST 
  

13     Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
13     Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
15     Drop Input Due 

SEPTEMBER 
  

05   Labor Day 
10   Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
10   Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
16   POW/MIA Day 
20-24 SFAIC 

OCTOBER 
08   Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
08   Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
10   Columbus Day 
13 or 27 DLR’s Fundraiser 
15   JBSA Octoberfest 
17-21 SOAR Reunion 
  

NOVEMBER 
  

06     Daylights Saving Time Change 
11     Veterans Day 
12     Board Mee ng 1130hrs 
12     Membership Mee ng 1300hrs 
15     Drop Input Due 
24     Thanksgiving Day 

DECEMBER 
  

07     Pearl Harbor Day 
NO BOARD/MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
10     Christmas Banquet 
25     Christmas Day 
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5/20 
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Treasurer’s Report, September 2022:  
 
Have a safe and  Happy Labor Day.  All three 
checks have been given to all scholarship 
recipients, along with them all being cashed 
leaving the Business Account at $1,109.95. I 
look forward to hearing about the details for 
our Oct fundraiser event. Nothing else was 
cashed or spent for Aug.  One check was 
deposited for $50 and $292 in cash into our 
Business Account.  
 
As of 03 Sept 2022, the following accounts 
are as follows:  
Primary Bussiness Account: $1,109.95 
Investment Account: $13,222.23 
12 Month CD: $15,073.25 
 
 All the best,  
 
 Pete Mar nez, Treasurer  
 treasurer@sfa-XV.org 

32310 Flat Rock View 

Bulverde, Texas 78163 

 

johnaterrazas@gmail.com 

 

210-833-9493 

  Johnnie A. Terrazas, PE 
   Chief Engineer-CEO 

$$$ DOLLARS AND CENTS 
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RECUERDO (REMEMBRANCE) 
 

I sing of one who would remain unsung, 
whose name would fade like tracks upon the 

sand. For him no bells were ordered to be 
rung; no banners lowered by a grieving 

land. No bugles blew the moment that he 
expired; no clock was stopped to fix the final 

hour; no doors were draped in black, no 
cannons fired. These are the rites of men of 

rank and power. 

 

But still I sing of him with mounting pride, 
who seized the challenge with uncommon 

heart then ran the course with firm 
unfaltering stride to reach the mark 

determined from the start. 

 

The measure of a man who runs the race — 
lies in his distance from the starting place. 

 

Anonymous 

10/10/17 
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1/9/2021 
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Notice to members and friends of SFA Chapter XV, The Alamo 
Chapter:  

A FULL PAGE AD in this Newsletter is only $100 for 12 issues.  
 

To start your ad or keep it running, contact Daniel Bell, 
 editor@sfa-xv.org 

Other ad sizes available: 

This is a half page ad (horizontal) 

8” x 5” 

$60 

  

 

This is a quarter page ad (vertical) 

3 3/4” x 5” 

$40 

These are business card ads 

3 3/4” x 2” 

$25 

San Antonio, Texas 78265-3782 

P.O. Box 33782 

President: Juan E. “John” Lopez 

president@sfa-xv.org 

Chapter XV, Special Forces Association 
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“Carry on!” 

    

       

    

    

 

  Thanks to John Lopez for the photos in this month’s newsletter  
When submitting articles or photos for the newsletter please enter “SFA newsletter input” in the subject 
line of your email. Please submit articles and pictures (copies only) for the newsletter to Daniel Bell at 
editor@sfa-xv.org, or mail them to Chapter President John Lopez at SFA Chapter XV, P.O. Box 33782, 
San Antonio TX 78265.  

 
The Editors 


